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I am sorry I was unable to meet with you last week at the climate lobby. As you know from Rose, I was
in 1\1ilan meeting with Prime Minister Matteo Renzi.

I completely understand that climate change is an issue that matters greatly to people up and down and
county and I appreciate you taking the time to meet with Rose to voice the concerns of those living in my
constituency.

Climate change is one of the most serious threats facing the world. It is not just a threat to our
environment, it is also a threat to our national security, to global security, and to our long-term economic
prosperity. I would like to assure you that the Government I lead is committed to protecting the planet
for our children, our wildlife and our environment.

I believe that action should start at home. The Coalition Government pledged to be the greenest
government ever and we kept that promise. We established the world's first Green Investment Bank,
trebled renewable energy generation to 19 per cent, brought energy efficiency measures to over one
million homes (saving hard-working families money on their bills), signed a deal to build the first new
nuclear plant in a generation, and committed £1 billion for carbon capture and storage. Britain is firmly
on track to meet with 2050 target to reduce emissions of all greenhouse gases by 80 per cent.

The UK is also taking a leading role on the world stage, working towards a binding global deal to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and limit climate change to manageable levels. British Ministers led the push
to achieve agreement within Europe on a historic deal to cut greenhouse gas emissions. EU countries
agreed a new 2030 energy and climate policy framework that includes a domestic emissions reduction
target of at least 40 per cent. I am sure you wili agree that this represents a big victory for the UK and is
a vital step towards achieving an international climate agreement at the key Paris conference later this
year.

I share your belief that international development is in our national interest and is both the right thing and
the smart thing to do. The world's poorest are those who suffer the most from the effects of climate
change and helping those countries transition to a low-carbon economy could reduce their dependence on
aid in the future. Through the International Climate Fund - a fund of £3.87 billion set up by the Coalition
Government - the UK works with developing countries to: reduce carbon emissions through promoting
low carbon development; help poor people adapt to the effects of climate change; and reduce
deforestation.

I fully appreciate and take on board the concerns you raise about the extraction of unconventional gas,
but let me reassure you that the amendments made by the Coalition Government to the Infrastructure Bill
have created a regulatory regime that provides clear, strong protections for the environment. With these
in place, I think it is right that we explore and make use of shale gas and oil. The opportunity to extract
this energy, as well as to secure jobs and investment, cannot be ignored. It is also an important point that
the carbon emissions of importing gas from far flung parts of the world tend to be higher.
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The amendments banned fracking in National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Sites of
Special Scientific Interest. In addition, they ensured that consent cannot be granted for drilling without an
environmental impact assessment, and operators are required to monitor the level of methane in
groundwater.

My Government is working hard to ensure that we can access this new resource to help meet our
country's energy needs in a safe and environmentally friendly way and I am following the debate over
fracking closely.

In addition, I understand from Rose that our manifesto commitment to halt the spread of subsidised
onshore windfarms was a cause of concern. I absolutely recognise the need for renewable energy if we
are to protect Britain's energy security, cut emissions and ensure long-term, affordable supplies of
energy - and that, as one of the oldest and least expensive renewable sources, wind power is a
contributor to this.

It now delivers power to four million homes, and as a result of the Coalition Government's efforts, a
further three million homes will receive power from wind farms by 2020. As such, we now have
enough developments in the pipeline for onshore wind to play a significant part in meeting our
renewable energy commitments, and generate around ten per cent of our electricity. However, I
think it is right to withdraw the subsidy and give local communities the decisive say in whether to go
ahead with more windfarms.

I also agree that we have a duty to think long-term. When offered clear scientific advice, we should
listen to it. When faced with risks, we should insure against them and when presented with an
opportunity to safeguard the long-term future of our planet and our people, we should seize it.

There is still more to do but I hope this reassures you that the Government I lead will continue to do
everything we can to protect our beautiful landscapes and wildlife both at home and abroad so they can
continue to be enjoyed for generations.

Thank you again for taking the time and trouble to share your views about this important issue. Your
request for a meeting has been passed to my Constituency Secretary who will look into this for you
and will be in touch.

David Cameron


